Since 1951, when the numbers of cases of nongonococcal urethritis (N.G.U.) were first recorded separately by clinics in England and Wales, the incidence of the disease has risen steadily. Like gonorrhoea in males, the annual number of cases has doubled in a decade (Table 1) , but the causal organism remains unknown and treatment suffers thereby from empiricism. -TABLE I GONORRHOEA AND N.G.U. RATIO, 1951-61 Gordon (1943) stated that all cases of urethritis were gonococcal in origin. Mast (1948) July 21, 1962, found no organism but still considered the condition to be contagious. Waelsch (1904) was the first to describe N.G.U. in detail; he found few organisms in smears and his cultures were mostly sterile.
Since Lindner (1910) first described elementary bodies in the urethral discharge, various attempts have been made to prove a viral aetiology in N.G.U., but these efforts have so far proved unsuccessful. Nicol and Edward (1953) and Klieneberger-Nobel (1945) tried to incriminate the pleuropneumonia-like organisms but failed to prove a case. Willcox (1954) concluded that bacterial urethritis was not common. Wilkinson (1959) One point of interest was the G.C./N.G.U. ratios. Table Il shows how these compare with the findings for England and Wales as a whole for the years 1958-61.
The total of white and coloured patients and the percentage of each is given in Table IlI. 
